[image: image1.png]Fle Edt Vew Document Comments Forms Tooks Advanced Window Help

5 L

gt st v

The Whole Health Campaign cals on every
Presidential candidate and politcal party to

adopt three principles:

Ensure equitable and adequate mental health and
addiction treatment coverage in all publc and private.

Support policies that promote individual and family
recovery from mental inesses and addictions os integral

investing in America'sfuture through
revention, early ntervention, and research on mental
llinesses and addictions.
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A Healthier and Safer America
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The Whote Heakih Campalgn i collborstion
of the fllowig orgnizaion:

Support Wellness of
MIND and BODY

for a Healthier America




The prevalence of mental illness and substance use disorders exacts an extraordinary toll on our country.  Mental illness and addictive disorders are the leading cause of disability in the United States accounting for nearly 30% of all illness related disability - twice that of cancer or heart disease.  In 2003, mental illness and addictive disorders led to $171 billion in lost workplace productivity and, by 2013, this figure is estimated to rise to more than $300 billion.   The physical, emotional, and financial impact of mental illness and addictive disorders on families and communities is profound.
Mental illness and addiction disorders are treatable health challenges – just like cancer, diabetes, and heart disease. Recovery rates are comparable to and even surpass the treatment success rates for many general health conditions.  Integrating care for mental illness and addiction into all proposals to reform the nation’s health care system is essential if we are to control costs and improve population health.  Reduced criminal justice involvement, improved social welfare outcomes and improved school performance are also expected with improved access to behavioral health services.  

With the coming change in administrations we have an unprecedented opportunity to bring mental health and substance abuse care into the healthcare mainstream.   

The Whole Health Campaign, a coalition of more than 100 leading organizations in the mental health and addiction fields, urges the transition team to consider mental health and addiction recovery as it reviews agency reform and personnel recommendations.  Considering these vital issues makes good financial sense and is the right thing to do for millions of individuals and families in America.  

The Whole Health Campaign is committed to improving the health and quality of life for all people, including millions of individuals and families with mental illness and addiction. Recently, our coalition worked prominently and effectively to gain passage of the federal parity legislation and Medicare reform. We contributed significantly to the inclusion of behavioral health in the recent report by the Trust for America’s Health, “Blueprint for a Healthier America,” and joined with other coalitions, such as the Partnership to Fight Chronic Disease, to ensure that national political and health care leaders recognize the importance of behavioral health as integral to health. The attachments give more detail about our coalition members and action priorities.
Three principles that guide the work of the Whole Health Campaign include:

· Ensuring that any health reform integrates and includes mental health and addiction prevention, treatment, and recovery. For people who are not yet covered by health insurance, public healthcare programs must integrate and include mental health and addiction prevention, treatment, and recovery services. 

· Ensuring that health reform policies promote individual and family recovery from mental illnesses and addictions as integral to overall health.

· Investing in America’s future through prevention, early intervention, treatment, recovery support, and research on mental illnesses and addiction.

We recommend that these principles be considered as President Obama’s Administration prepares to guide the nation toward health reform.  The inauguration of President Obama and the opening of the 111th Congress will initiate intense interest in reshaping the financing and delivery of healthcare in our Nation.   Including mental health and addiction recovery throughout health reform is a good financial investment and the right thing to do. Ignoring the impact of mental health and addiction on the overall health of individuals and families can only undercut the goals of a more effective and efficient health system. 

The Whole Health Campaign does not endorse specific candidates for federal appointed positions.  We believe that the diseases we represent are so widespread and costly to our nation that President Obama’s transition team should be recruiting individuals throughout the government who are committed to care for the health, including the mental health, of the Nation.   As the transition team reviews Department and agency policies and programs, the Whole Health Campaign encourages a careful assessment of how each Department can support mental health and addiction recovery. 

Attached please find the list of over 100 national, state, and local organizations that are members of the Whole Health Campaign along with the Campaign’s recommended policy strategy.  Please contact me at 240-514-2607or by email at ronald_manderscheid@sra.com should you have any questions or need additional information.

Thank you so much for your time and consideration.  We stand ready to assist you in any way. 

Sincerely, 
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Ron Manderscheid
