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ACMHA Member Meeting

January 20, 2009

The meeting was called to order by Ms. Pamela Greenberg, president, at 3:33 p.m. EST who welcomed members. Pamela shared some information about the board’s activities and meeting schedule. She noted that the Board of directors has increased the number of member calls we are holding each year in an effort to provide more information among and between members outside of our gatherings at Summit. Sixty-three members were in attendance.

Summit 2010 Update – Dr. Garrett Moran/Dr. Kris Ericson
Garrett provided information regarding the 2010 Summit and noted that it was also available on the web site. The agenda has been finalized and all but one speaker confirmed. Summit will be a much more participatory experience this year, led by a strategic facilitation team of ACMHA members. He encouraged everyone to consider attending.  
Kris provided information details about registration, travel, and lodging. She noted that all this information is also available on the web site and indicated that members should be receiving a registration brochure in the mail soon.
Leadership Updates – Dr. Kris Ericson
Kris briefly discussed the leadership event planned for the night prior to the Summit in Santa Fe. Colette Croze, committee chair, was unable to be on the call due to illness. Open to all Summit attendees, a panel of mentors and learners from the 2009 class and participants in the Leadership Excellence Network (LENS) will share information about these projects and their experiences. Following the panel presentation is a “dialogue in the round” with emerging and senior leaders focused on leadership development, leadership transfer and succession, and the role of emerging leaders in ACMHA. The session will begin at 6:00 p.m.
Award Nominations – Dr. Eric Goplerud
Eric reminded members that nominations are currently being solicited for four annual awards presented by the College in conjunction with the Summit in March. Those awards recognize outstanding contributions to the College and the behavioral health field. Nominations are due February 1 and the nomination form is on the web site in Member News. Awards to be presented are:
· The Timothy J. Coakley Behavioral Health Leadership Award honors consumers, family members, and persons in recovery who have demonstrated leadership in advancing the role of consumers and family members in the behavioral health field.

· The King Davis Award for Emerging Leadership in Promoting Diversity and Reducing Disparities recognizes emerging leaders who have made a direct impact on the quality of care or access to care for populations of color at the local, state, or national level.

· The Walter Barton Distinguished Fellow award honors an ACMHA member who has made outstanding, sustained contributions to the leadership of the College and to the field of behavioral health leadership and policy.

· The Saul Feldman Award for Lifetime Achievement honors the sustained, significant contributions of an individual to leadership and policy in the mental health and addictions recovery field. 
Web Site Redesign – Dr. Kris Ericson

Kris drew to the attention of members that the ACMHA web site has been redesigned to ease navigation and provide a fresh and updated look for the College. She highlighted where to find kinds of information and asked for the input of all members in sharing ideas for adding information. Members who have forgotten passwords or are having difficulty with any part of the site should contact Kris in the office any time for assistance.
Mentorship Program – Dr. Stephanie Oprendek
Stephanie shared that the 2009 class was wrapping up their experiences, which have been good. She also indicated that applications for learners and mentors for the 2010 class were being accepted and encouraged members to apply and to share the information with others who could also assist in finding additional learners. Stephanie noted that Dr. Tom Trabin and Mr. Richard Van Horn have committed to co-facilitating the 2010 class. Applications are on the web site. Questions can be directed to Kris in the office.   
National Updates – Dr. Ron Manderscheid/Ms. Pamela Greenberg
Discussion about national issues began by noting the election results from the special election in Massachusetts to fill the Senate seat head for decades by Ted Kennedy. Won by a Republican, the election results change the dynamics of the Senate supermajority, which will affect the work on healthcare reform. Ron noted that three scenarios are being discussed:

· Having the House approve the Senate bill as it stands so it can be sent to the President without further debate;
· Producing a bill reduced in scope and focused on the items that representatives of both parties can agree on, such as eliminating the ability of insurers to deny coverage based on a pre-existing condition; or

· To do nothing.

It is too early to tell what will happen with the health care reform bill, but both Ron and Pamela noted that several activities will go forward anyway.

· Parity regulations are expected out any day and no later than the end of the month. Those regulations would extend the scope of coverage to many people. The law is already in effect but the implementing regulations have been delayed. A comment period will be included with the regulations.
· Integration, reduction in duplication of activity (e.g. assessment, billing), and addressing the overlapping of care between systems will still hold the attention.

· The enhanced Federal Medical Assistance Percentage match is due to revert to pre-recession levels at the end of FY 2010. A bill has already been drafted in the House to continue those enhanced rates through FY 2011. 

A technical correction has been drafted by Representative Kennedy regarding the exclusion of behavioral health from participating in the health information technology provisions of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA). It is believed that the exclusion was an oversight and that a technical correction rather than an amendment or new bill would resolve the problem and allows participation.

Ron noted that he felt members should be attentive to the Jobs Act of 2010 as it includes the FMAP increase extension and provides funds for the creation of new jobs and training of workers at the local level.

Members were encouraged to contact the office or any member of the board and consider getting more involved in the work of the College. She thanked members for attending the call and adjourned the meeting at 4:30 p.m. EST.

Respectfully submitted,

[image: image1.jpg][y buig_ D




Kris Ericson, PhD, Executive Director
Secretary Pro Tem
ACMHA Member Call

January 20, 2010
Page 1

